
Report on Michael and Sylvia Pennyõs 2011 Ministry Tour 

of the USA and Canada  

 
 

Indiana  

 

On Monday August 29th we were picked up from Indianapolis 

airport by Pastor Jay Mckinley and his wife Nancy. Jay is 

pastor of Grace Fellowship Church in Logansport, which was 

the first church Mike spoke at on our first ministry tour to the 

USA in 1980, and a church we often visited and spoke at 

when we lived in the USA for nine years.  So it was good to 

be back and be amongst old friends. There Sylvia and Mike 

took one study each on Wednesday and Thursday evenings, 

and another two on Sunday evening. 

 

Between these engagements we went to the Bible Forum near 

Peru, Indiana. There we attended the 1st Annual International 

Bible Conference of Trying the Things That Differ: Philippi-

ans 1:10 organised by Grace Bible Church of Hampton 

Roads, Virginia.  

 

The subject was Colossians and their pastor, Jeff Brown, was 

the main speaker, along with Glen Burch and Dan Cheek, also 

from Hampton Road (and Glen Burch has written a number of 

booklets for the Open Bible Trust). The other speakers were 

Peter Redmon, leader of the Bible Form, Ivan Burgener,  

pastor of Affton Grace Bible Church of St. Louis, with the 

international contingent being made up of Stefan Janhunen  

of Canada and Mike Penny from Britain.  

 

The praise throughout the weekend was lead by Dan Cheek. 

It was an intense conference with two sessions on the Friday 

evening, eight on the Saturday, and two more on the Sunday 

morning.  

 

 

Wisconsin  

 

On the Monday morning Jay and Nancy McKinley drove us 

up to meet with Bud and Jean Bulhuis and other friends from 

the Bible Fellowship Church in South Holland. This was  

another place we had visited on our first tour of the USA,  

and where Jay had been their pastor before he moved to  

Logansport.  

 

Joining us was Bert Hallman, leader of the Open Bible  

Fellowship of Brookfield, Wisconsin. It was his father who 

first invited us to visit the USA and who arranged our first 

tour. He drove us up to Wisconsin where we stayed with 

Lynn and Dale Mrotek. Dale is the treasurer of Bible Search 

Publications Inc, the OBT agents for the USA. 
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On the Wednesday evening Mike spoke at the weekly Bible 

Study of the Open Bible Fellowship and the next two days 

were spent visiting friends we made in that area when we 

lived there from 1991-1999.  

 

We also visited the award winning Milwaukee Art Museum, 

located on the shores of Lake Michigan. There we wanted to 

see the painting of the martyrdom of the Apostle John and 

visit a rare Chinese exhibition of items from the winter gar-

den of the Forbidden City. 

 

The weekend was taken up with another conference, also in 

Brookfleid, but organised by Bible Search Publications Inc. 

On the Saturday morning Mike gave three studies giving an 

overview of Paulôs three different ministries. In the afternoon 

Nathan Johnson of Minneapolis (who wrote The Jigsaw  

Bible for the Open Bible Trust) gave an overview of  

Ephesians and Sylvia brought the afternoon to an end with  

an overview of Colossians.  

 

On the Sunday all three speakers were again involved, this 

time giving a verse by verse study of Paulôs letter to Titus, 

each taking a chapter. Mike also gave a short study on the 

person of Titus and brought the proceedings to a close with a 

study on Paulôs letter to Philemon. 

 

On the Tuesday Dale drove us 70 miles north to Oakfield, 

where we first attended the AGM of Bible Search Publica-

tions Inc. In the evening Mike spoke at a meeting organised 

by Jim and Mary Ayer; Jim is the president of Bible Search 

Publications Inc. 

 

The next evening both Sylvia and Mike took studies at the 

Open Bible Fellowship in Brookfield, and early on the 

Thursday morning we caught a plane from Milwaukee to  

Toronto, for a week in CanadaΦ  
 

Ontario  

 

A taxi took us from Toronto airport to Sylviaôs aunt and un-

cleôs where we stayed for the Thursday night. On the Friday 

afternoon Ron Moore, the OBT agent for Canada, picked us 

up and took us to Bendale Bible Chapel in Scarborough 

where Mike gave two studies that evening. We stayed with 

Ron throughout the rest of our time in Canada. On the  

Saturday morning Lloyd Allen, who retired as the OBT agent 

last year, together with Chuck Phillips, organised a two hour 

question and answer session in Toronto. 

 

On the Sunday Mike spoke at the Oshawa Salvation Army 

morning service to a congregation of over 250 and where 

Majors Dana and Robert Reid are the officers. Some years 

ago they had spent three years in England leading the  

Salvation Army in central Reading, which was when got to 

know them and their son David. 
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Monday and Tuesday were spent visiting various people and 

places, and on Wednesday evening Mike took a study at Safe 

Haven Worship Centre in Pickering, where Dr Sam Martin is 

pastor. 

 

On the Thursday Ron Moore drove us to Toronto airport 

where we boarded a plane for Texas. 

 

Texas  

 

We were met at Dallas / Fort Worth airport by Bill and Jennie 

Millett, who had been at the conference in Peru and we stayed 

with them for the first two nights. On the Friday they took us 

to the Fort Worth Stock Yards to see a simulated cattle drive, 

complete with live Texas Longhorns and real cowboys, and 

learn a little about the old cattle ranching in Texas and then 

we went to the Kennedy Memorial in Dallas, near the point 

where President Kennedy had been assassinated. 

 

On the Saturday afternoon they drove us to Grace Bible 

Church in Fort Worth where Mike gave four studies at a  

conference dealing with A Systematic Approach to Prophecy. 

Greg Bing is the pastor of Grace Bible Church and we stayed 

with him and his wife Kimberly for the next two nights. 

 

Early on Sunday morning Kimberly dropped us off at  

Arlington Community Church, pastored by Mark Carr. There 

Mike addressed the adult Sunday School and later spoke at 

the worship service. That evening we returned to Grace Bible 

Church for Mike to give the study in the Sunday evening  

service. 

 

Part of Monday was spent with Mark and Martha Carr  

visiting the Texas Rangers baseball park and art galleries  

featuring paintings of the Old West and the ólightô paintings 

of Thomas Kincade.  

 

In the afternoon Pete Gardner drove us west to Millsap, to 

Midpoint Chapel, run by Pastor Bill Hudson and his wife 

Sharon. There we had two studies, split by a lovely  

fellowship meal.  

  

The Tuesday and Wednesday evenings were spent a little  

further west, at 11th Avenue Church in Mineral Wells. This 

was the first church we visited in this area in the mid 1990s 

when we were living in the USA and when R. B. Shiflet, who 

has written some material for Search magazine, was pastor 

and who had been a long term contact of the OBT. It was 

good to see him again. He is now in his nineties and in poor 

health. Charles Mays is now the pastor and we enjoyed good 

fellowship with him and his wife Tamara.  

 

We also enjoyed two fellowship meals at the church on the 

Tuesday and Wednesday evenings where, after the meal,  

 

     Mike with Jenny & Bill Millett  

Greg & Kimberly Bing  

        Martha & Mark Carr  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mike gave two studies. During the days Judson Liveley, and 

his mother Kate, entertained us with trips to Mineral Wells 

State Park and the nearby Clark Gardens which, although 

beautiful, were not at their best as Texas was suffering from 

one of its driest and hottest summers on record, over 70 days 

with temperatures in excess of 100oF. 

 

Oklahoma Camp  

 

On the Friday evening we were driven up to the south west 

corner of Oklahoma, a region which had suffered much 

drought and over 100 days of temperatures in excess of 100oF 

and quite a few days where it exceeded 110oF. We were head-

ing for Camp YôShua for a weekend organised by Jim Rob-

erts, associate pastor of Peace Church in Indiahoma. 

 

We had to drive through the beautiful Wichita Mountains 

Wildlife Refuge, but the scenery was no longer beautiful, as 

thousands of acres of it had been decimated by the wild fires 

we had heard about on the news in Britain. In fact, the people 

who run Camp YôShua were thanking the Lord as the fire 

stopped, thanks to the fantastic work of several groups of fire 

officers from different states, just ten yards from the camp 

buildings. Many of the trees surrounding the building were 

burned and charred, and on our way we got totally lost as the 

signposts had been destroyed by the fire and had not yet been 

replaced. 

 

However, the camp was a great success with about 40  

children under 18 and 40 adults. The youngsters were split 

into various groups for their studies which were entitled What 

is the Gospel? Many of the youngsters were already  

Christians but two of them accepted Christ as their Saviour 

that weekend. 

 

Mike gave a series of three studies to the adults entitled An 

Overview of the New Testament. Two of these were given on 

the Saturday morning and in the afternoon a group of adults 

and youngsters climbed Elk Mountain, one of the highest 

beautiful panoramic views. 
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