Stewardships in the Bible

The Bible talks about “rightly dividing the Word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). That means placing each item in its proper context. Verses out of context can be used to prove almost any idea, however wrong or unjust, that we wish to prove. There is a local context, that is the surrounding verses, the chapter, the book and so on. The amazing thing about the Bible is that while it is a collection of material by many writers over many centuries there is a symmetry about the book that bespeaks a single author, the Holy Spirit. This symmetry forms an overall context that includes the whole Bible (2 Timothy 3:16)

The accompanying chart is not a proportional time line of history but is designed to illustrate the pattern of progressive revelation within the Bible that illustrates the great stewardships that exist in God’s plan for the ages. To understand God’s will we must study all Scripture with these great stewardships in mind.

The ultimate purpose of these Divine stewardships is that God the Father might honour Christ and show His love for Him. In the process mankind is offered redemption. Christ’s glory is the theme of the Bible. Each stewardship has a steward acting on behalf of God. Each stewardship has a special purpose and is declared by God. The stewards are given a unique hope and calling.

In the Bible there are three great stewardships declared: one in eternity and two in time. The eternal steward is God the Son. About ETERNITY we know very little. We know that at some point Lucifer and his followers rebelled and were cast out of heaven. Eternity was not suspended when the Kingdom commenced for it is the endless abode of God.

The first temporal stewardship I have labelled KINGDOM. With one exception, it covers time from the creation of Adam through the Messianic Kingdom of Christ to “the fullness of times” (Ephesians 1:10) when all things become one in Christ. It is the subject of all the Bible with the exception of those verses referring to “eternity” and the last seven epistles of Paul. The steward is Israel as the seed of the woman (Eve) with Jesus the Christ as King.

The second stewardship in time I have labelled THE BODY. This is the “stewardship” of Ephesians 3:2 which Paul tells us was hid in God and never revealed to the sons of men until it was made known at that time. This “mystery” (secret) was not made known until some point after the Nation of Israel was set aside by God through the events of Acts 28:25-28. It is the stewardship of the Church which is the Body of Christ, the Church of today, with Christ as our Head and Lord. The Stewardship of “the Kingdom” was suspended before it was completed on the authority of God by the statement of Acts 28:28, “Be it known therefore unto you, that the salvation of God is sent to the Gentiles”. That did not mean that God had abandoned Israel or reneged on His promise to them of the “New Covenant” and the Messianic Kingdom. He will yet fulfil His certain promises. Adam had sinned in the Garden and the world had been cursed for his sake. Christ, the second Adam, will redeem the earth and restore the Kingdom to Israel. Israel’s hope is resurrection to this redeemed earth, there to glorify Christ where Adam, at Satan’s instigation, blasphemed Him.

Through the Old Testament and most of the New Testament, including the early Pauline epistles, the Covenants and the Mosaic Law ruled over the Nation and the believing Gentiles. The Law was given as a schoolmaster to lead people to Christ. In the future the Law will be written on the hearts of God’s servants and all will obey. That future time is represented by the second portion of the kingdom line. Christ said that the time of restoration is known by the Father only (Acts 1:6-7). Temporally, these events are future, but were revealed as if there were no break.

It is important to note that the Kingdom gospel, with Israel as steward, was not set aside at the cross, or on the day of Pentecost. The council of Jerusalem in Acts 15 clearly showed that there was no equality between the Jews and the Gentiles in the church of Acts. The Jews had a place of preference and priesthood over the Gentiles In his defence before Agrippa and Festus, just before his Roman imprisonment, (Acts 26:19-23) Paul said, “I continue ..... saying none other things than those that Moses and the prophets did say should come”. Israel and Paul were both under the Law and were looking for the Messianic Kingdom. In Rome (Acts 28:23) we read, “..he expounded and testified the kingdom of God ...... both out of the Law of Moses and out of the prophets”. The Kingdom was still being offered to Israel by God’s grace.

In his letters written after the Book of Acts - (Philippians, Philemon, Colossians, Ephesians, 1 Timothy, Titus, and 2 Timothy) - Paul makes known “the stewardship of the grace of God ..... the mystery of Christ, which in other ages was not made known to the sons of men” (Ephesians 3). The stewardship of the Church which is the Body of Christ could not come into being until it was given by revelation nor could those living before that time have walked in that light. We were chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world to be eventually seated with Christ in the “heavenlies” at His appearing there. We were chosen in eternity and Lucifer fell in Eternity. Are we to replace the fallen angels and honour Christ where they blasphemed Him? Our hope is in the heavens. Our hope was hid in Christ all the time that God was preparing the kingdom for Israel, just as their hope is hid in the Father while He is gathering us. God is love!

Israel had Law to guide their worthy walk. By grace we have the “instruction in righteousness” to guide us and instruct us as to how we should show our love for Him, because He first loved us. Paul, who earlier taught and followed the  Law, now 
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in Colossians 2:13-17 tells us that Christ blotted out the handwriting of ordinances and nailed it to the cross. Where Israel had the covenants nationally and will be a royal priesthood standing between the Gentile nations and God, we have the personal indwelling of the Holy Spirit where there is neither Jew or Gentile but all are one in Christ. If we try to study the Bible without these and many other differences in mind we will come to incorrect conclusions. We should not read back into the earlier Scriptures what was not made known until later. There is one Lord over all, but He deals with us differently according to His own divine will.

Below there is a list of some differences without references. The reader is encouraged to search the Scriptures to see if they be of God.

	THE KINGDOM
	THE BODY

	  1.  The covenants, the oracles of               God, the promises, the fathers,             whom concerning the flesh, Christ        came

  2.  Israel the chosen people, the Jew         first

  3.  Salvation of the Jews

  4.  Christ is King of the Jews

  5.  The Jew required a sign

  6.  Forgive to be forgiven

  7.  Grace + Law

  8.  Paul bound for hope of Israel

  9.  Earthly hope

10.  Hope future

11.  Chosen from Adam
	  1.  Stewardship of the grace of God

  2.  All one in Christ

  3.  Salvation in Christ

  4.  Christ is Head of the Body

  5.  We have the completed Bible

  6.  Forgive because we have been             forgiven

  7.  Grace + instruction in                          righteousness

  8.  Paul bound for the mystery of              Christ

  9.  Heavenly hope

10.  Now seated in Christ

11.  Chosen from before the                        foundation of the world





If you wish to consider these matters more thoroughly, please see The Church! When did it begin? (And why is that important?), written by Olive and Lloyd Allen, who wrote this leaflet. This 240 page book is available at £8.50 from

www.obt.org.uk or from:

The Open Bible Trust

|Fordland Mount, Upper Basildon,

Reading RG8 8LU, G.B. 
